Stoke Park & Cheswick Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting 2025

The Civil Parish of Stoke Park & Cheswick

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Held on 14™ April 2025 at 7.30pm in the Boston Tea Party

Present: - Cllr Anthony Hyde, ClIr Bethan Candlin, ClIr Rajanataraj Sivaraj, ClIr Srinivasa Boinapally, Clir
Keiron Marsden, Cllr Ayrden Pocock (SGC Ward ClIr),

Speakers - Beat Officer PCSO Sam Norster & PCSO Hannah Young, Ms. Kate Marks (15t Cheswick
Scouts)

4 members of the Parish Community. Graham Smith (Clerk to the Parish Council).

Apologies: - ClIr Anil Mishra, Mr. John Spens, Mrs. Poppy Spens
1. Welcome by the Parish Chairman
ClIir Anthony Hyde introduced himself as Chair and welcomed all to the second annual meeting of the
Parish. Agendas had been distributed and welcomed all those participating and residents. These will
be followed by a question / answer session and coffee /tea is available courtesy of the Parish Council.
2.  Community Reports.
2.1. Wallscourt Farm Academy
Although invited no representative was available to attend. Cllir Ayrden Pocock briefed Clirs and
public regarding issues relating to establishing a joint focus on community provision and that despite
receiving substantial s106 community use money there was very little evidence that the school was
focussed on this commitment. With an opportunity to work jointly with the Parish Council in both
financing and operating of community facilities within the school there appeared to be little appetite
to advance which has forced the Parish Council to investigate alternative solutions.
2.2.  Simms Hill Community Woodland Group
Although invited no representative was available to attend.
2.2. Splatts Abbey Wood Group
Although invited no representative was available to attend.
2.3. UWE Students Greenspace Group
Although invited no representative was available to attend.
2.4. Saplings Playgroup
Mrs Spens, representing Saplings Playgroup passed her apologies for being unable to attend but
prepared a statement to be read.
The Saplings Team and the attendees are so grateful to the Parish Council for their grant received
in January which enables Saplings to keep meeting at the Vench. The Vench is required as there is
no community space available within the parish, and it is fortuitous that this is only a short walk from
Cheswick.
The saplings group meet every Friday morning in term time for families with pre-school children. Most
of them are from Cheswick / Stoke Park / Scholars chase. The parents really like meeting up with
other families and it is good to see them make good friendships. The children love the indoor and

outdoor play. There is als 0 a sensory room which they enjoy.

The children really look forward to the snack and singing time followed by a story with its related craft
activity.
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2.5.

1st Cheswick Scout

Kate Marks, leader of the 15t Cheswick Scout Group attended to present information regarding the
activities of the community group which is now celebrating its 10" Anniversary.

The group mainly comprises of 6- to 8-year-olds (Beavers), 8- to 10-year-olds (Cubs), 10- to 14-year-
olds (Scouts). Currently the allocation of scouts is full, with 70 young people helping the group to
build a community identity. There are also 70 children on the waiting list for which the group is unable
to offer additional spaces due to several reasons: limited volunteers (currently only 14), suitability of
current venue, and affordability.

Scouting activity within the community comprises of litter picking and fund raising for third party
charities. Other activities comprise of either Nature based, or Activities based, and one camp every
year usually at the scout base in Almondsbury.

The group meets every Thursday evening from 6.15PM to 9.30PM with times varying according to
group / age range. They are the only single regular user of the Wallscourt Farm Community obligation
although the space was not developed with their use in mind as storage supplied is minimal, no
drying facilities (no hooks, racks etc). It is also the ambition to commence a Squirrel section within
the group which is intended for 5-year-olds but is currently prohibitive due to the access to community
facilities.

The scout group thanks the Parish Council for their grant received.

3 Ward Council Representative

ClIr Ayrden Pocock although a Parish Councillor also represents South Glos Council (SGC) as Ward
Councillor.

ClIr Poccock detailed work with UWE relating to the impact of students within the wider community
and the possible need for a TMO which (although UWE try to regulate students bringing cars to Uni,
cannot be enforced) is the regulation and monitoring of parking to ease congestion for residents
within the wider community.

He thanked UWE for providing parking at short notice for stall holders at the Saturday craft Market
(1%t Saturday of every month) after refusal from WCFA to open parking under their community use
arrangement.

The Parish Council has been working with SGC waste management services to seek a practical and
economic way to solve issues of waste management at HMOs which impact upon neighbours and
wider residents within the community. This includes trialling an introduction of a downloadable waste
management APP and replacing plastic green recycling with sealable sacks. Other initiatives are
also being considered understanding that this parish requires a bespoke waste management
program.

It has been identified by SGC that there are many other unique issues this Parish must face, as well
as waste management, there are parking difficulties due to lac of space and for the same reason the
difficulty in building a community hub, delivering allotment facilities and providing sport and open
space facilities.

4 Police Beat Team

Report given by PCSO Sam Norster

Few major concerns exist currently within the Parish. Much of reported crime has been opportunist
generally through vehicle interference or incorrectly delivered or parcels abandoned at point of
delivery (interjection by member of public).

ASB though misuse of motor vehicles has been prevalent and recognises the force is short staffed
causing a slow response to non-emergency issues. However, it is encouraged that residents always
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report ASB so a picture can be built relating to frequency, location and timings so a patrol plan may
be targeted through the data gathered from reported incidents.

In short, PCSO advised that as most crimes in the parish are opportunistic, don’t offer temptation
through negligence.

One resident asked a question relating to irresponsible parking on double yellow lines which PSCO
Young confirmed was not enforceable by the police and SGC would need to be contacted, preferably
with evidence.

5. Parish Council Chairman Report

ClIr Anthony Hyde (Chairman) presented report.

The Parish resident’s precept remained the same as previous year, the reason being to build a pot
for future community facilities.

Additional Christmas lights were installed in Long Down Avenue, and it is projected that the Parish
Council will install lights at Cold Harbour Lane ready for Christmas 2025. It is recognised that the
ability to spend community infrastructure levy money (CIL money — taxation on housing development)
is limited due to the limitations of designated spend (criteria specific). If the money is not spent within
the parish over a specific time period, it will be returned hence the necessity to allocate funding.

After initial challenges with the set up and “teething” issues the Craft Market at Cheswick Village
Square has been running on the first Saturday of each month since February. This has proved to be
popular with residents and consequently, popular with stall holders who are currently requesting
additional space as other traders would like to attend.

The Parish Logo has been designed and approved and will now start appearing with council
information. The Parish Border signs can now move forward which will display such logo.

Discussions are underway with UWE examining the potential of delivering allotments to the
community. This will be funded through section106 money provided by SGC from taxation on
development.

The council is currently seeking resolution to the issues with collection of waste and waste
management within the parish and exploring various initiatives, (early stages).

It was explained that the first council internal audit would take place on 1st May and that the audited
accounts would be published on the website. Income was broken down with an explanation of what
CIL was and the reason for a £40K payment from Stoke Gifford Parish Council.

The reasoning behind the increase in precept was explained and that a Parish Plan would follow
over the course of the year as soon as a strategy for community use had been agreed with Wallscourt
Farm Academy.

It was explained how spending was to be broken down as far as possible under CIL and any
remainder of precept would be placed as reserves with the view to establishing a community hub,
and to introduce sport facilities subject to agreements being reached.

6. Finance Report
(Clerk) reviewed the finances in general confirming the reasoning behind the Council’s policy on
precept and confirming issues relating to the requirement of timely spend of CIL and s106 funding.
The process relating to accounting procedures for year end, the exercise of public rights and the
audit process was explained which enables residents to examine the current, healthy, situation of
the Parish Council Finances.

Over the first half of the 25/26 financial year the Parish Council will consider secure investment
policies for monies being held by the council.
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7. Open Forum — Questions & Discussion
The floor was handed to residents’ for questions and feedback
Question was raised relating to traffic management around the village square, particularly the
possibility of introducing a Zebra Crossing” within the area, particularly as most would-be users are
vulnerable groups at both ends of the age spectrum. Ward Councillor Ayrden Pocock explained the

complexities and lengthy process relating to the approval of the installation of crossings and traffic
management schemes but declared that this process has already started.

8. End of Business
Chair closed the meeting thanked those who presented and attended and to Boston Tea Party for

hosting the event.

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
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