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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 10th March 2025 at 7.30pm at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 
 

Present: - Cllrs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chair), Ayrden Pocock (AP), Srinivasa Boinapally (SB), Keiron 
Marsden (KM). 
Graham Smith (Clerk).  
 

 

1. Apologies for Absence  
Apology received from Cllrs Anil Mishra (AM), Bethan Candlin (BC), Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS). 

 

2. Evacuation Procedures 
(PR) described evacuation procedures. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
(RS) declared an interest relating to item 8 on agenda. 
 

4. Public Participation  
Two members of the public were in attendance to observe. One member stated his appreciation 
that PCSO Sam Norster sets aside time to visit the Retirement Village as part of her beat surgeries.  
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 10th of February were presented and Cllrs agreed that 
they were an accurate representation of the meeting. (AH) proposed to adopt the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting dated 10th February, (KM) seconded and all Cllrs accepted minutes as 
presented. 
 
24.048 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10th February 2025 
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair. 

 

6. Review from Chair 
(AH) raised the purchase of personal computers and PA system and stated he has collaborated 
with (KM) and would have prices and suppliers by next meeting whereupon a purchase can be 
approved into next years financial accounts. A budget was made for this purchase in the 25/26 
financial year  

 

7. South Gloucestershire Council 
Ward Cllr Ayrden Pocock gave an update relating to current SGC activity with particular attention to 
application P23/02155/F University of West Of England Coldharbour Lane. It was noted that this 
application was sent to Stoke Gifford PC in error as planning officers had not been made aware of 
the existence of SP&CPC at the time. (Clerk) confirmed that he had now received an invitation to 
comment but arrived on 5th March, one day after the agendas for this meeting had been distributed 
and can now only be placed on the next meeting agenda which is likely to be past the deadline for 
consultee comments. It was raised that this happens all to often with SGC planning officers, they 
not being aware of the process Parish Councils are legally required to adopt when it comes to 
returning consultee comments.  (AP) had made the requested to SGC Planning for an extension to 
the Parish Council feedback via email at the meeting and asked the application be put on hold until 
the consequences of the development have been considered by the Parish. 
 
(AP) highlighted that with increased accommodation provision will surely come an increase in 
Parking beyond the curtilage of UWE. Assurances are required that UWE is addressing this issue 
or for the Parish / SGC to implement a resident parking permit scheme.   
 

8. To update Cllrs on progress relating to Council Logo 
The updated Council logo had been distributed with the agenda packs with the revision as 
requested at the previous meeting. (AP) proposed that the council adopt the logo (SB) second and 
all were in favour.  
 
24.049 Resolved: The Parish Council logo as presented is adopted.   
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9. To discuss content & venue of Annual Parish Meeting (April 14th)  
(Clerk) raised concerns that the venue for the APM had not been decided. (Clerk) went through the 
proposed agenda and invitees. It was suggested that the venue remain the same as previous year 
(Boston Tea Party). (Clerk) advised that he would contact the Manager at BTP but there is likely to 
be a charge for additional staff and enquired whether teas and / or coffee be made available for 
attendees. (AH) proposed that the first-choice venue be BTP with approval to pay for costs and 
charges for complimentary refreshments. (AP) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
24.050 Resolved: The Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting to take place at the Boston Tea Party 
with charges and refreshments costs covered by the Parish Council.  

  

10. Finance-  
To review February Finance reports & reconciliations.  
(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the February Finance report and reconciliation (AH) 
proposed to accept the February finance report and reconciliation. (AP) seconded all Cllrs 
unanimously agreed and (AH) & (AP) signed document.  
 
24.051 Resolved: Finance report and reconciliation for February 25 was accepted.  
 

To explain withholding of salary payment. 
(Clerk) advised Cllrs that he had not received his salary due 28th February 25 as the authorisation 
had not been signed off and advised councillors of the seriousness of the authority not paying its 
employees. Despite several reminders being actioned the payment at the time of the meeting 
remained outstanding. (Clerk) requested that procedures to be put into place to prevent the same 
reoccurrence. (AH) suggested that the council consider making salary payments at the same time 
as payments are made at meetings therefore the (Clerk) salary will be paid on the second 
Monday of the month for that month. (KM) also recommended that to keep this within the financial 
year (Clerk) salary and pension should be paid on Monday 24th March for the month of March. 
(AH) proposed that this recommendation be adopted (AP) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously 
agreed. 
 

24.052 Resolved: Future payments of salaries and pensions will be paid on the second Monday of 
the month for that month at Parish Council meetings and a one of salary and pension payment be 
made, out of meeting on 24th of March for the March salary / pension contributions.  

                     
11. To Consider Policy of Expenditure and Investment of CIL 

(Clerk) advised Cllrs that a further £30,000 will be paid to council for SGC CIL monies received. 
The CIL money is currently held in a Unity account and (Clerk) recommended that Cllrs consider 
and research into areas of investment / bank accounts which may safely deliver a higher return. 
(AH) recommended that Cllrs consider this and will be placed as a meeting agenda item later.  
 

12. Authorisation of Payments 
 
13a          Payments authorised by (BC) & (AH). 

Details Ref. £ 

Clerk Salary – February (late payment made) B/P 085 859.15 

Clerk & Council Pension Contributions B/P 086 347.55 

Clerk Expense B/P 087 72.40 

   

   

Total Receipts  £422.33 

 
13b          Payment out of meeting authorised by (AH) & (BC)  

Details Ref. £ 

None   

 
13c          Current Receipts 

Details Ref. £ 

None   

Total Receipts  £0.00 
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24.053 Resolved: Payments presented to the PC meeting on 10th March 2025 were accepted. 
 

13. Correspondence 
(Clerk) reported that correspondence had been received from one individual and the same had 
been received by Chair. It related to advertising for the Councillor vacancies. (Clerk) had spoken 
via telephone to this person and another call that was made and (AH) confirmed that he had 
replied. (Clerk) made Cllrs aware that vacancies have always existed on the council since its 
inception and the vacancy is displayed under the councillor listings both on the notice boards and 
the website. When a co-option takes place, it is never contested therefore an uncontested co-
option procedure is always followed.   

 

14. Website 
To update and advertise the Annual Parish Meeting as soon as location confirmation has been 
confirmed.  
 

15. To consider any matters for next meeting. 
To discuss planning application P23/02155/F University of West Of England.  

 

16. Planning Items for review and consideration 
 

P25/00097/HH 23 Hermitage Wood Road Erection of 1no. carport. 

P24/02553/HH 
41 Jekyll Close, BS16 1UX 

(Notice of appeal to secretary of 
state for Councillor information) 

Conversion of existing garage to form 
additional living accommodation. 

 
Cllrs agreed that No Objection should be submitted relating to P25/00097/HH 
 
    

 
Meeting Closed 21.03PM 

 
 
 

The next Council Meeting – 14th April 2025, 6.30PM -  (Boston Tea Party) 

https://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SQ4L8BOKL9200

