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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 12th May 2025 at 7.30pm at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 
 

Present: - Cllrs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chair), Ayrden Pocock (AP), Srinivasa Boinapally (SB), Keiron 
Marsden (KM), Bethan Candlin (BC), Cllr Anil Mishra (AM).). 
Graham Smith (Clerk).  

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
Apology received from Cllrs Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS), Pauline Michell (PM), PCSO Hannah Young. 

 

2. Evacuation Procedures 
(AH) described evacuation procedures as per the retirement village policy. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
(AH) & (KM) declared they were Councillors at Stoke Gifford Parish Council. 
Confirmation that there are no conflict of interest between councillors and PKF Litttlejohn LLP 
(external auditors). 
 

4. Public Participation  
Two members of the public were present with one member requesting any updates with the issue 
relating to a damaged (listed) wall by a tree growing from the wall. Cllrs (AP) stated that he had 
written to the Arboretum Officer at SGC and waiting for reply.  
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 10th of March and 14th April were included within the 
Cllrs agenda packs and all Cllrs agreed that they were an accurate representation of the meetings. 
(AH) proposed to adopt the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 10th March & 14th  April, 
(SB) seconded and all Cllrs accepted minutes as presented. 
 
25.001 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 10th March 2025 
and Monday 14th April 2025 were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH). 

 

6. To receive an update and report relating to and from South Gloucestershire 
Council 
(AP) updated Cllrs on recent related matters concerning South Glos Council (SGC).  
(SGC) had placed a stipulation on the granted permission to develop further student 
accommodation in that UWE were not permitted to remove the existing 198 parking spaces without 
being replaced elsewhere. (AP) had pushed for a TRO to be implemented within the ward as soon 
as possible and was informed SGC officers will investigate the feasibility and for a consultation to 
progress the request. (AP) expressed belief that these were two good outcomes with SGC 
however, emphasised disappointment that planning officers had not been forceful toward UWE to 
ensure that a fixed strategy / policy was in place discouraging or preventing students bringing 
vehicles to the parish. 
 
There is no news to report relating to the distribution of skips to ease the burden of waste overspill 
from HMO’s as SGC are reticent to place the skips on their available land.  
 
(AP) confirmed that SGC have, as yet, not adopted the highways from the developer on and 
surrounding Scholars Chase.   

 

7. To discuss proposal / venue of allotment / tranquillity garden 
(Clerk) had distributed with the agenda packs a plan and map of where a possible location for an 
allotment site could be housed and confirmed that he had visited the site with representatives from 
UWE. Emphasising that it was early days the project could have potential for success depending 
upon agreeing ease of access for deliveries and plot holders. The site is very large and could 
house up to (estimated) fifty allotments, however a breakout garden was also considered as space 
is available. Cllrs approved that (Clerk) should continue dialog with the representatives of UWE to 
agree a foundation in which to move forward.  
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(Clerk) also brought to the Cllrs attention a proposal from UWE to develop a neglected area within 
the curtilage of the university to develop into a manicured park area for community and student use 
alike. Cllrs also approved that (Clerk) should continue dialog with the representatives of UWE to 
agree a plan for the area. (AH) proposed that the projects have merit and to encourage the 
progress of discussions with UWE. (BC) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed. 
 
25.002 Resolved: Clerk to encourage the progress of discussions with UWE. 

 
250512: Action 001 – To continue dialog with the representatives of UWE to agree a foundation in 
which to move forward with both allotment and UWE internal space projects.              

Action to (Clerk)  

8. To update border signage (visuals).   
(Clerk) had distributed with the agenda packs two images of border signs which include the logo. 
One image being rectangular the other being with a semi-circular top with an email from the SGC 
officer quoting the cost. (AH) emphasised that the cost of the signage would be taken from CIL 
reserves and hence cost nothing to the precept payer. (BC) expressed concerns relating to the 
wording but Cllrs unanimously requested that there be no further changes that could create delays. 
(AH) proposed to adopt the signage with the agreed quoted cost and that (Clerk) raise PO ASAP. 
(AP) second and all Cllrs agreed.  
 
25.003 Resolved: To adopt border signage with the agreed quoted cost. 
 
250512: Action 002 – To raise PO with SGC and progress installation of border signs.              

Action to (Clerk)  
 

9. Financial Matters for External Audit (AGAR – 24/25) 
(Clerk) stated that the April Finance report and reconciliations had not been prepared for the 
meeting due to the internal audit and year end closure on the accounting software. This will be 
presented at the next meeting along with the May finance report and reconciliation. 
 

AGAR 2024/25 / Internal Audit Review 
(Clerk) had previously forwarded the 2024/25 AGAR form and line by line went through section 1 
(Annual Governance Statement). Councillors confirmed that they were able to declare “Yes” to all 
declarations itemised 1-8. (AH) proposed and (KM) seconded that it was acceptable for (AH) & 
(Clerk) to sign.  
 
25.004 Resolved: The Parish Council declares that Section 1 of the 2024/25 AGAR is approved 
and signed by Chair / Clerk.  
 
The Parish Council confirm that members had sight of the internal audit report and the 
recommendations from the internal auditor had been addressed at the April Parish Council 
meeting. There were no further issues highlighted within the internal audit. (AH) proposed that 
councillors confirm that they have read and accept the audit reports 2024/25. (AP) seconded and 
all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.005 Resolved: The Parish Council confirm that the audit report on the AGAR form is accepted. 
 
Cllrs confirm that they had received accounting reports throughout the year and declare that the 
end of year accounting statement previously forwarded by (Clerk/RFO) for 2024/25 is a true and 
accurate representation of the council’s current financial situation. It was notes the restatement of 
the accounts in Section 2 & 3 as recommended by the external audit report from the previous year. 
(KM) proposed that council accept the statement as true and accurate (BC) second and all Cllrs 
unanimously agreed. 
   
25.006 Resolved: The Parish Council declares that Section 2 of the 2024/25 AGAR is approved 
and to be signed by Chair. 
 

Confirmation of dates for Exercise of Public Rights 
(Clerk) presented to Cllrs the dates for the exercise of public rights which fall between Monday 2nd  
June 25 and Friday 11th July 25 and confirmed that the notices would be displayed on all four 
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notice boards located throughout the Parish the week before the commencement date and will 
remain on display throughout the period. Similarly, the notice will also be uploaded onto the 
website. (AH) proposed that the council recommend (Clerk) suggestions of dates and locations for 
the exercise of public rights (SB) second and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.007 Resolved: The Parish Council approve the dates of the exercise of public rights and 
notices to be published. 
  

10. To consider the purchase of laptop computers for all Cllrs 
(AH) presented to Cllrs final options relating to the purchase of Cllr Laptops or Tablets and 
disclosed that there was no difference in price between the options. Discussions orientated to 
favour the use of tablets for council business which would be Apple iPad 128GB / 13inch. Cllrs to 
individually purchase license arrangement for the use of Microsoft Office and claim this back to the 
parish council. (KM) volunteered to assist any councillors who are unsure how to integrate the 
software. (AP) proposed that the PC purchase 8 * iPad for the use of current councillors on a loan 
basis to be placed on Council asset register. (KM) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.008 Resolved: The Parish Council approve the purchase of Ipad for council business.  
    

11. To update Council meeting with Wallscourt Farm Academy  

(AP) reported that he had attended a virtual meeting (with (Clerk)), with Cabot Learning Trust 
relating to the community use of its facilities. 
 
The meeting had been positive as SGC had been involved in ensuring the obligations of the trust 
be observed via a newly worded contact set out between both parties. It was agreed that the Trust / 
WCFA set up an online booking system for the community. The Parish council will become an 
integral part of the committee by appointing a dedicated Cllr responsible for overseeing the 
development of the WCFA assets in place for community use. 
 
(Clerk) may be involved within the meetings and the Parish Council may invite ex-officio persons to 
join the committee for meetings in an advisory capacity when required.  
 
It was unanimous that all parties must endeavour to make this work for the benefit of all residents 
within the community and that the parish council are obligated to ensure that a working partnership 
has been exercised.  

 

12. Authorisation of Payments 
 
13a          Payments authorised by (AH) & (AP). 

Details Ref. £ 

Clerk Salary B/P 100 859.15 

Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 101 377.18 

Expenses paid in May B/P 102 118.00 

Total Receipts  £1,354.33 

 
 
13b          Current Receipts 

Details Ref. £ 

CIL Payment for 24/25 DCR £33,899.92 

Parish Precept DCR £60,000.00 

Total Receipts  £93,899.92 

 
25.009 Resolved: Payments presented to the PC meeting on 12th May 2025 were accepted. 
 

13. Correspondence 
(AH) informed Council that he had received an email from a resident who lives outside the Parish 
stating he will be reported to the South Glos. Council Standards Committee for not returning a 
freedom of information request when requested to do so. (Clerk) confirmed (AH) concerns that the 
request was delivered and answered satisfactorily. The question raised related to “when 
advertisements were made public?”, relating to the vacancy Cllr Kieron Marsden filled when co-
opted onto the council.  
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(Clerk) confirmed he also had spoken to the resident on the phone and explained the process. 
When several applications are made for one vacant seat, a process is followed whereby the 
vacancy is advertised and a period to allow for applications is submitted and a formal due process 
is followed in a co-option procedure. However, in this case there was one application made for 
multiple vacancies. The vacancy/ies of which have been permanently advertised on both the 
website (under Cllr listings) and on the notice boards as the council has never operated to full 
complement except for the first two months. To this day the vacancy remains advertised. Both 
(Clerk) and (AH) have explained this to the resident on several occasions. 
 
Cllrs unanimously agreed that the Parish Council need not take any further action regarding this 
FOI request and will be open to SGC scrutiny.   
 
(Clerk) had distributed with the agenda packs notice from Crest Nicholson’s as part of  
Section 106 agreement with South Gloucestershire Council for Lot 4 at Brooklands Park, Harry 
Stoke. Plans are progressing to deliver new sports pitches and a pavilion to support the emerging 
community. Crest Nicholson are now working with South Glos Council to engage local stakeholders 
to explore potential operators to take the project forward. This includes local councils, sports clubs, 
and governing bodies for relevant sports. 
 
An Invitation to a stakeholder meeting is arranged for Wednesday 4 June, 6:00-8:00pm to discuss 
with potential operators the new facility. An agenda will be shared ahead of the meeting. 
  
(KM) and (Clerk) apologized that they would be unable to attend but the option is open for any / all 
Cllrs to attend if they so wish and to report back to council for the next meeting. (AP) declared that 
he will arrange to attend. 

 

14. Website 
To upload all AGAR related information and notice of Exercise of Public Rights. 
 

15. To consider any matters for the next meeting. 
To consider financial arrangements. 
 Feedback relating to Crest Nicholson’s proposals from meeting 4th June.  

 

16. Planning Items for review and consideration 
 

 

P25/01013/RVC 
Land At Stanley Cottages 
Bonnington Walk 

Variation of condition 7 attached to planning permission 
P22/05849/RVC to substitute drawing numbers 3102/4 Rev D and 
3102/5 Rev D with drawing numbers 3102/4 Rev E and 3102/5 Rev E 
and revise the mode of foul drainage treatment plant and discharge to 
adjoining water course. Erection of 4 no. detached dwellings with 
access, parking and associated works. 

P24/02243/F 
11 Colts Ground, BS16 
1AL 

Change of use from dwellinghouse (Class C3) to 4no. Bedroom small 
house in multiple occupation for up to 6no. people (Class C4) as 
defined in the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 
(as amended) with associated works. 
Approved with conditions 

 
The Parish Council object to application P25/01013/RVC in the strongest of terms. Not only is the 
proposal inappropriate due to its proximity to residents / children and the surrounding environment, 
but contrary to the application statement where it states water "flows" this is not true as in most 
cases the "Storm Overflow Drainage Ditch" is DRY.   
The Parish Council has already received complaints relating to unsavoury smells emanating from 
this area and the disposal of untreated waste to a system where it is openly exposed is highly 
inadvisable.    

 
Meeting Closed 21.23PM 

 
 

Next Meeting 9th June 2025 at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 7.30PM 

https://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SUVBTWOKILC00

