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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 13th October 2025 at 7.30pm at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 

 
Present: - Cllrs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chair), Srinivasa Boinapally (SB), Anil Mishra (AM), Pauline 
Michell (PM), Keiron Marsden (KM). 
Graham Smith (Clerk).  

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
Cllrs Ayrden Pocock (AP), Bethan Candlin (BC), Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS), Rebecca Williams (RW). 

 

2. Evacuation Procedures 
(AH) described evacuation procedures as per the retirement village policy. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
(AH) declared he also sits as a councillor on Stoke Gifford Parish Council. 
 

4. Public Participation  
Four members of public were present, one member relating to presentation on Item 6, one parish 
councillor clerk to listen to item 6, and two members of public to observe meeting.  
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 8th of September were included within the Cllrs 
agenda packs. (SB) proposed to adopt the minutes, (AM) seconded and all Cllrs accepted minutes. 
 
25.038 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8th September 2025 
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH). 

 

6. Presentation for Investment of Reserves (options)  
Samual Gee from Manning Gee Investments presented to council a presentation which highlighted 
a ‘platform’ option for investing reserves whilst retained the £85,000 government guarantee 
scheme, This would allow deposits over multiple bank accounts under one platform which would 
make the bureaucracy easier for clerks by manage signatories once over multiple accounts thus 
taking away the huge process to change signatories with every account when councillors resign 
and others assume positions. Switching accounts over the platform is a simple process for clerks & 
signatories and will allow pursuit of best interest rates available. A test case was presented to 
demonstrate. (KM) asked several questions relating to the safety of money deposited and the 
integrity of the platform which was answered satisfactorily. Mr Gee advised Cllrs that the next step 
would be to prepare a council specific investment options and return to present at next meeting. 
Cllrs agreed to the proposal and requested this be placed as an agenda item for the next meeting.  
 
251013: Action 001 – To place upon the agenda for the November meeting a council specific 
action plan to be presented.              

Action to (Clerk)  
   

7. To update proposals relating to community litter pick. Review of survey. 
Report on meeting with UWE. 
(PM) reported to councillors’ details of actions over previous month.  
Findings of (PM) and (RW) surveys demonstrated that there was too much waste in domestic black 
bins and overflow occurred. Bins left permanently on the street even after collection. Extra waste 
left out in black refuse sacks was not collected which often had been ripped open by foxes etc 
causing waste / litter to be blown around which was often caught and embedded in vegetation. 
 
(PM) / (RW) / (SB) attended a meeting with UWE relating to community liaison as a response to 
resident concerns. Attending meeting was UWE Environmental Report representative (Jeff Davey), 
Sean Rhodes from SGC, representative from Bristol City Council (waste management), parish 
council representatives (as above), and members of public representing residents’ point of view. 
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Discussions and proposals were put forward as to what can be done with issues based around 
HMO’s and who can take actions. UWE / SGC looked at issues and knocked on doors as a 
process of educating residents to improve the situation.  
 
UWE confirmed they are about to appoint a Community Liaison Officer employed by UWE.  
 
Cllr Sean Rhodes detailed changes to the (SGC) waste collection regime which included change to 
times and bins. It is believed that these changes may solve many of the current issues. 
 
A further meeting will take place in December which (PM) stated she would be pleased to go (Cllrs 
approved) where she will raise the possibility of a community litter pick on a regular basis which 
may negate the necessity for the parish council to employ a person for such a purpose (as 
discussed at September meeting). A confirmed litter pick will take place on 5th November PM 
organised by UWE where students will also be involved. (PM) also confirmed she will engage with 
the retirement village to encourage involvement. (Meeting on 14th October).        
    (PM) had contacted Cllr Richardson from Stoke Gifford PC and confirmed  

1. The Parish Council may use on loan from Stoke Gifford PC the required equipment. 
2. To discuss risk assessment and agree disclaimer. 
3. Litter pick meeting place at retirement village 
4. Area for SGC to collect the collected rubbish 
5. Agree to resolve refreshments at the end of the litter pick 

 
Initially for the first litter pick Jeff Davey will produce publicity flyers and raise awareness on social 
media and provide publicity for parish boards. 
 
(AM) proposed that the Parish Council will support litter picking activities that take place through 
Cllr involvement. (KM) seconded and all Cllrs agreed. 
 
25.039 Resolved: The Parish Council will support litter picking activities which take place through 
and guided by (PM) / (RW) / (SB) or approved third parties.  

 

8. To receive update relating to SGC 
As (AP) was not present this item was not discussed. 
 

9. To consider traffic calming options on Long Down Avenue/Zebra Crossing 
Further to public participation at the September meeting (Clerk) reported that initial enquiries had 
been made relating to the installation of zebra crossing and also (AP) would raise this at cabinet 
that evening.  
Interim measures were discussed, and temporary signs are to be investigated which pick up and 
show drivers speed (SGC). This equipment gathers statistics which are downloaded to SGC to 
monitor average speed. (Clerk) informed Cllrs that they were used regularly in Alveston and 
application must be made to SGC via ward Cllr.  
 
(KM) proposed to ask (AP) to apply for temporary installation of speed monitoring screens in front 
of WFA on Long Down Avenue. (AH) seconded and all Cllrs agreed.  
 
25.040 Resolved: To apply for temporary installation of speed monitoring screens in front of WFA 
on Long Down Avenue.   
 
(KM) requested that (clerk) investigate details relating to cost implications and reasons behind the 
huge costs associated with the installation of the zebra crossing and present at next meeting prior 
to budget process.  
 
251013: Action 002 – To investigate costings and associated reasoning behind the installation of 
zebra crossings.               

Action to (Clerk)  

10. To consider WFA community fund meeting 6th Nov. 
(Clerk) informed Cllrs that the letter requesting an adjustment to the community fund committee to 
allow for a greater presence from the community was sent to recipients. Answers were received 
from SGC and WFA and will be discussed at next meeting on 6th November in which (Clerk) and 
(AP) will be present.   
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11. To approve updated asset register 
(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the updated asset register which include the purchases of 
Christmas Lights, councillor laptops & cases, data projector and router. (AH) proposed this be 
accepted (KM) seconded that the register as presented be accepted. All Cllrs agreed.  
 
25.041 Resolved: The revised asset register is accepted by council.   

 

12. To review September Finance report and reconciliations.    
(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the September Finance report and reconciliations for 
council inspection and approval. (AH) proposed to accept the September finance report and 
reconciliation. (KM) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed. 
 
25.042 Resolved: Finance reports and reconciliations for September 2025 were accepted and 
signed by (AH) and (KM).  

                               
13. To assess external audit review 

(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the 2024/25 external audit report for council inspection 
and approval. There were no items on the report to consider. (KM) proposed to accept the external 
auditors report (SB) seconded and all Cllrs agreed.  
 
25.043 Resolved: The 24/25 external audit report was accepted by council.  

 
(Clerk) advised the conclusion of audit and notice is on the website and all four parish boards.  
 

14. To introduce AGAR assertion 10 to audit 
(Clerk) advised Cllrs of a new requirement set out as assertion 10 on the updated 2025/26 audit 
form. This predominately ensures the inclusion of GDPR protection as a matter of legal 
responsibility by all parish councils and will involve the formal adoption of policies and procedures, 
the appointment of responsible persons, the sole use of council iPad/ laptops for council business 
and the adoption of gov.uk email and web locations. Also, Clerks and Cllrs will be required to 
undergo training which will become available through NALC or SGC.  
 
The council iPads for such purpose have been purchased but a delay has occurred due to the 
necessity to apply for a ‘DUNNS’ number. The application for gov.uk domain has been completed. 
  

15. To consider precept & items for 26/27 budget 
(Clerk) advised Cllrs that a draft for 26/27 budget will be presented at the November meeting for 
discussion and approval. If Cllrs have specific projects or costs in mind to inform clerk by 3rd 
November to allow time to prepare.  
 

16. Authorisation of Payments 
16a          Payments authorised by (AH) & (KM). 

Details Ref. £ 

Clerk Salary B/P 127 1032.84 

Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 128 461.66 

Expenses paid in September B/P 129 118.75 

Clerk Tax & Ni – July-August B/P 130 949.87 

External Audit Fee 24/25 B/P 131 504.00 

Balance for Xmas Lights (Coldharbour Lane) B/P 132 2001.84 

Total Receipts  £5,068.96 

 
16b          Current Receipts 

Details Ref. £ 

Precept DCR £60000.00 

Total Receipts  £60,000.00 

 
25.044 Resolved: Payments presented to the PC meeting on 13th October 2025 were accepted. 
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17. Correspondence 
None 
 

18. Website 
(AH) advised concern relating to the laying of the council wreath on Remembrance Sunday as 
there is nowhere formal within the parish to lay this, the only formal (British Legion) alternative is in 
Stoke Gifford. (KM) proposed that a local location should be used and that (Chair) will continue to 
lay the wreath at the organised remembrance ceremony at the retirement village (SB) second and 
all Cllrs agreed. 
 
25.045 Resolved: Local location to lay council poppy wreath will be the Stoke Gifford retirement 
village. 
 
 (Clerk) to advertise this on the website.  
  

19. To consider any matters for the next meeting. 
Mr Gee presentation. Litter pick update. Budget analysis. Zebra Crossing update. WFA community 
committee update. 
 

20. Planning Items for review and consideration 
None   

 
 

Meeting Closed 21.05PM 
 

 
Next Meeting 10th November 2025 at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 7.30PM 


