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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 10th November 2025 at 7.30pm at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 

 
Present: - Cllrs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chairman), Anil Mishra (AM), Pauline Michell (PM), Ayrden 
Pocock (AP), Bethan Candlin (BC), Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS), Rebecca Williams (RW) (Temporary 
Chair for Meeting). 
Graham Smith (Clerk).  

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
Cllrs Srinivasa Boinapally (SB), Keiron Marsden (KM). 

 

2. Evacuation Procedures 
(AH) described evacuation procedures as per the retirement village policy. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
(AH) declared he also sits as a councillor on Stoke Gifford Parish Council. 
 

4. Public Participation  
Five members of public were present, two members relating to presentation on Item, one member 
relating to presentation on Item, and two members of raise issues under public participation. 
  
One member of the public raised concerns with regard to the SGC statutory notice relating to the 
WECA works at the entrance to Coldharbour lane. The traffic is exceptionally busy at this junction 
and the member of public highlighted how traffic can snowball back from this junction and create 
congestion.  
 
(Clerk) highlighted that due to the time limit of the consultation set by SGC a resolved response 
from the parish council would need to be at this meeting and it was agreed this was impractical as 
more information is required. Cllrs requested (Clerk) ask for an impact assessment which can be 
distributed to Cllrs once received which will allow informed individual responses.  
 
251110: Action 001 – To request an impact assessment relating to PT.8517 Filton Road, Stoke 
Gifford - Pedestrian Crossing and to distribute to Cllrs when available.              

Action to (Clerk)  
One member of the public enquired how the Christmas lights are funded and thanked the parish 
council for the funding and organising the siting of the lights. The request was made that for next 
year councillors consider placing some lights at the entrance to Scholars Chase and Stoke Park.  
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 10th of October were included within the Cllrs agenda 
packs. (AP) proposed to adopt the minutes, (RS) seconded and all Cllrs accepted minutes. 
 
25.046 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13th October 2025 
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH). 
 
At this point in the meeting (AH) (Chair) informed Cllrs that due to a temporary difficulty with 
hearing and in the absence of the vice-chair he asked if another Cllr would step forward to chair the 
meeting. (RW) agreed and assumed the role.  

 

6. Introduction to Helen Rea, Assistant Principal WFA 
 Wallscourt Farm Academy (WFA) opened in 2013, and has grown year on year, and recognise the 
need for the school to be the central hub for the Cheswick community. Therefore, are committed to 
ensure WFA supports learners, families, and the wider community.  
 
School Lettings: The school has a long-standing relationship with Scouts, who have recently 
extended to include Squirrels (the younger section of Scouts). Dance classes  
Sports activities Taekwondo, Friday Iftars (during Ramadan), HAF Club (Holiday Activities and 
Food programme) – supporting children eligible for Free School Meals. Other regular sessions 
include a polling station and car parking for Saturday markets.  
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A free holiday club starts at Christmas and will run during Easter and Summer holidays supporting 
families in receipt of benefits related Free School Meals.  
The Multiple Use Games Area (MUGA) is open to the public at the weekends and during holiday 
periods. (Not possible this summer as we did not have ownership of the site (building works.)  
 
A new school hire booking system is due to launch soon, making it easier for community groups to 
access facilities. The Parish Council has received feedback from residents that they have been 
unable to book spaces, despite being availability. Therefore, the school would like to work together 
to problem-solve this, ensuring that communication is clear and that facilities are accessible to 
those who wish to use them.  
Cradle to Career Programme …This year, the school has invested in the Cradle to Career 
programme, which aims to provide joined-up support for children and families from early years 
through to adulthood.  
The programme focuses on:  
• Raising aspirations and outcomes for all children  
• Strengthening family and community partnerships  
• Creating pathways that connect education, wellbeing, and future opportunities  
 
Support is being sought from the Parish Council to help:  
• Map local support and resources that families can access  
• Identify gaps in provision and opportunities for collaboration  
• Carry out surveys to understand what families would like to see in the area  
 
This is a vital step in ensuring work is community-informed and responsive. Understanding the 
needs and aspirations of local families will help shape services and opportunities that truly make a 
difference.  
Early Years and Family Support:  
WFA have become increasingly aware of children joining with lower starting points, therefore it is 
necessary to be able to provide a space and opportunity for pre-school provision, including stay 
and play sessions, to offer families access to early intervention and support. This would help:  
• Build stronger foundations for children before they start school  
• Support parents and carers in their child’s early development  
• Create a welcoming and inclusive environment for families from the earliest stages  
 
WFA would welcome the Parish Council’s support in exploring how this could be developed locally 
through future plans and collaboration in the following areas.   
• To work in collaboration with the Parish Council to better understand and respond to the needs of 
the local community.  
• To welcome the council’s support in identifying what the community would like to see offered 
through the school’s lettings and facilities.  
• The Community Fund Committee is well-established and actively supports local initiatives.  
• WFA Events  
 
(PM) suggested that the parish council can collaborate with WFA via an intergenerational activity to 
regenerate and enhance the garden area. Ms Rea expressed an interest in doing this as well as 
potentially be beneficial to residents who wish to partake it would be a good educational project for 
the children.  
 
(AM) requested more information regarding the school booking system. (Clerk) advised he had 
been in a Teams meeting with the Community Fund Committee earlier in the week where it was 
explained the use of the booking facility via the Trusts portal.  
 
(AP) raised community groups concern about storage of equipment. Ms Rea is aware of the issue 
and working in collaboration with the groups to resolve. He also raised the potential for a kitchen 
refit within the community use area to expand the facilities for hirers. 
 
It was advised that mounds within the grounds had been levelled during the October half term to 
create more space.  
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7. Introduction to Wallscourt Farm Academy PTA & to consider requests 
Tim Williams from the WFA Events Team approached council to detail the work of the PTA and the 
challenges. Then ambition is to hold regular fund-raising community events the first of which is 
“Made for Christmas” to take place on the evening of the 12th of December where local business 
purchased a table to allow sales of their (Christmas Orientated) goods. Twenty-five paces have 
been sold which is the complete allocation. Also present is a Soft Play and Santa Grotto, where 
from the visit to Santa all children will receive a free book.   
 
The purpose of this event is to raise as much as possible toward the completion of the mezzanine 
library and Mr Williams requested the council to consider assisting toward the cost of future events. 
(Clerk) explained to Cllrs that the process is possible to allow a grant payment prior to the 
Christmas event to which councillors agreed. Mr Williams suggested the parish council could fund 
the free books given to the children and could print stickers of the parish council logo to attach to 
the books. (AP) proposed that the parish council donate a one-hundred-pound grant to the PTA for 
the purpose presented. (RS) seconded and all councillors agreed.  
 
25.047 Resolved: The Parish Council approve a grant of one-hundred-pound to the WFA PTA as 
contribution toward the cost of the Christmas event 12th of December. 
   

8. To debrief Cllrs on iPad usage / gov.uk domain transfer (Assertion 10) 
(Clerk) explained the ramifications of assertion 10 as it effects the council with necessity to change 
email addresses and to work from council hardware. Richard Churchill, the councils IT support, 
was at the meeting to explain the process of setting up the iPads and reasons it took longer than 
expected. It was confirmed that the gov.uk email addresses were set up and the switch was to take 
place via the iPad set up. Councillor iPads were available for collection at the end of the meeting.  
 

9. To consider Council submitting an Expressions of Interest toward Brooklands Park 
Lot 4 sports pitches and pavilion. 
(Clerk) had submitted with the agenda packs the information pack as forwarded by Crest Nicholson 
containing maps, plans and an invitation to Submit an Expression of Interest for Lot 4 Sports 
Pitches & Pavilion. Crest Nicholson Southwest (Crest), in partnership with South Gloucestershire 
Council (SGC), had invited expressions of interest from organisations interested in contributing 
towards the delivery of and managing the operation of sports facilities to be constructed at Lot 4, 
Filton Road, Hambrook, BS16 1QG. They are seeking proposals from applicants that can 
demonstrate a strong commitment to inclusive community use, sound facilities operation, and long-
term sustainability. The Expression of Interest request relates to land known as Lot 4 which is for 
outdoor sports for “Brooklands Park” which was approved under SGC planning application 
PT06/1001/O.  
 
When complete the development of 1,200 homes will be home to around 2,800 residents. 
The Section 106 agreement (S106) identifies Lot 4 to deliver a mix of sports pitches, a pavilion with 
clubroom, vehicular access and a parking area. An invitation is open for proposals from community 
and sports organisations interested in operating and managing these new facilities for multi-sport 
and physical activity. Applicants are asked to demonstrate experience and a good track in 
managing sport facilities, community engagement and sound stewardship. 
 
The proposal to invest in a community interest company in coordination with neighbouring parish 
councils is to be discussed however the date for submitting an expression of interest is challenging 
to meet. (AP) confirmed that any expression of interest would have to be joint with the other 
neighbouring parish councils therefore urgent investigation and discussions are required. (BC) 
expressed concern that the council needs all information available and the legal consequences of 
forming a CIC and consequences. To investigate and deliver for the next meeting Cllrs agreed to 
research.  
 
(PM) stated she would contact Winterbourne parish council, (AH) suggested that as (KM) (absent) 
is also a member of Stoke Gifford Parish Council they would investigate with fellow Cllrs who had 
previously researched. (AP) agreed to assess the process and investigate further the 
consequences of forming a CIC as requested by (BC).  
 
251110: Action 002 – Actions to Cllrs as above.              

Action to (PM) / (AH & KM) / (AP)  
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10. Demonstration of reserves investment proposals 
Further to the request from councillors at the previous meeting and re-present to Cllrs who were 
absent ensuring all councillors are fully briefed, Samual Gee from Manning Gee Investments Ltd 
returned to re-present from last meeting and to explain the next steps as it applies to council.  
 
A platform option for investing reserves whilst retained the £85,000 government guarantee scheme 
(as requested by the 2024/25 internal audit) would allow deposits over multiple bank accounts 
under one platform which would make the bureaucracy easier for clerks by managing signatories 
once over multiple accounts. Switching accounts over the platform is a simple process for clerks & 
signatories and will allow pursuit of best interest rates available. Mr Gee re-presented a test case 
as per previous meeting and detailed necessity to build a portal specific to SP&C PC through which 
all legal aspects, signatories, forms, reporting etc may be housed. Mr Gee stated his company will 
progress this, subject to council approval. (AP) proposed that Manning Gee Investment Ltd 
progress with building a portal as requested. (PR) second and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.048 Resolved: The Parish Council approve Mr Gee progress the building of a portal to operate 
the function of managing reserves through a banking platform.  
   

11. To brief Cllrs relating to community litter pick (4th Nov) 
(PM) reported to councillors’ details of the community litter pick which took place on 4th November 
which took place at Scholars Chase being the predominant area for such activity. It was felt this to 
be a multi-generational exercise as both UWE and Stoke Gifford Retirement Village and residents 
were involved. Dates of future litter picks could be communicated via social media.  
Mr Williams (WFA PTA) expressed the wish that a pick could be organised for a Saturday morning 
to allow children access as it is on the scouting badge syllabus.  
 
The equipment was on loan from Stoke Gifford Parish Council but would aim in future for the parish 
council to own their equipment and will contact SGC for advice for free or subsidised equipment.   
 
251110: Action 003 – To liaise with SGC to acquire litter picking equipment.            

Action to (Clerk)  

12. To receive update relating to SGC 
(AP) discussed his findings relating to the process required to install a zebra crossing in front of the 
school. He had submitted a highways request to south Gloucester council (SGC) only to be told it 
was at the bottom of a long list. Any contribution from SGC will be long winded, bureaucratic and 
likely to be plagued by delays. (Clerk) advised (AP) that a funding route could be via WECA who 
have paid for the infrastructure for Active Travel throughout South Gloucestershire and the case for 
pedestrian / children’s safety should be paramount to their funding. (Clerk) also pointed out that a 
facility for the crossing had been factored into the presented budget proposal (item 14) for 26/27 
and should the process take until 2028 then if factored into the 2027/28 budget too there will be 
enough in reserves for the council to cover the cost.  
 
(AP) advised that planning permission will also be required but will continue to work on the project 
in all its forms.  

 

13. To review October Finance report and reconciliations.    
(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the October Finance report and reconciliations for council 
inspection and approval. (AH) proposed to accept the October finance report and reconciliation. 
(AP) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed. 
 
25.049 Resolved: Finance reports and reconciliations for October 2025 were accepted and signed 
by (AH) and (AP).  

                               
14. To consider budget proposal 

(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs a draft of the 2026/27 budget taking into account the 
councillor request that (clerk) work the detail in conjunction with the request that there will be no 
change to the parish precept for 2026/27. (Clerk) had explained differences between previous year 
and this year’s proposal and a substantial reserve will be held for opportunities for community 
building and now the zebra crossing currently under discussion. Cllrs agreed unanimously that the 
level of precept be retained to that of the previous year.  
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25.050 Resolved: The 26/27 precept to be same as previous year. 
 
(PM) raised a concern relating to whether once the budget is approved the spending is required to 
be followed by the letter. (Clerk) explained that a budget is an accurate statement of expected 
spending or reserve requirement for future spending and it is not mandatory to maintain spending 
within the specified cost codes. (BC) proposed that the council adopt the budget as presented (RS) 
seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.   

 
25.051 Resolved: The 26/27 budget is accepted as presented and adopted.  

 

15. Authorisation of Payments 
16a          Payments authorised by (AH) & (AP). 

Details Ref. £ 

Clerk Salary B/P 133 883.85 

Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 134 461.66 

Expenses paid in Oct / Nov B/P 135 190.70 

Unpresented Invoice 123reg/email hosing B/P 136 69.57 

Phone Support & Record Keeping B/P 137 216.00 

Members Training B/P 138 180.00 

Total Receipts  £2001.78 

 
16b          Current Receipts 

Details Ref. £ 

HM Revenue & Customs VAT Return DCR £2,597.56 

Total Receipts  £2,597.56 

 
25.052 Resolved: Payments presented to the PC meeting on 10th November 2025 were accepted. 

 

16. Correspondence 
None 
 

17. Website 
None 
  

18. To consider any matters for the next meeting. 
None 
 

19. Planning Items for review and consideration 
No items   

 
 

Meeting Closed 21.44PM 
 

 
Next Meeting 8th December 2025 at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 7.30PM 


