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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 8th December 2025 at 7.30pm at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 

 
Present: - Cllrs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chairman), Srinivasa Boinapally (SB), (Temporary Chair for 
Meeting), Keiron Marsden (KM). Pauline Michell (PM), Ayrden Pocock (AP), Bethan Candlin (BC), 
Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS), Rebecca Williams (RW).  
Graham Smith (Clerk).  

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
None - (Cllr Anil Mishra absent) 

 

2. Evacuation Procedures 
(AH) described evacuation procedures as per the retirement village policy. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
(AH) & (KM) declared interest as they also sit as councillors on Stoke Gifford Parish Council. (AH) 
requested that due to a temporary difficulty with hearing, Cllrs adopt (SB) as Vice-Chair to chair the 
meeting for the evening. Cllrs agreed and (SB) continued in that capacity.   
 

4. Public Participation  
Six members of public were present. One member relating to item 6, two members relating to 
presentation on cricket at Brooklands Park Lot 4 sports pitches and pavilion, one member to raise 
tree planting at the retirement village and two members to observe. 
  
One member of the public asked it to be noted his appreciation for the planting of twenty trees at 
the overflow outside the retirement village.  
 
Two members of the public attended representing Tamil Nadu Bristol Cricket Club (TNBCC) to 
confirm an expression of interest has been submitted to Crest Nicholson to formal manage Lot 4 
allowing (TNBCC) to operate cricket from the proposed new fields. They ask for the council's 
support and endorsement in their bid to ensure this asset is managed by a committed, local 
community organisation. 
 
(KM) confirmed to the representatives that their request was premature as the parish council is yet 
to confirm an expression of interest to operate Crest Nicholson’s proposed facility at Brooklands 
Park.  
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
There were five items (which did not substantially affect the accuracy of content) where a request 
to adjust was made. (Clerk) agreed to the changes and Cllrs then accepted as accurate. 
 
25.052 Resolved: The revised minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10th 
November 2025 were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH). 
 
Cllrs were concerned with the current procedure for reviewing the accuracy of minutes as queries 
were only highlighted at the meeting. (Clerk) suggested he could forward draft minutes for 
councillor review and comments / revisions copying to all Cllrs for scrutiny. Clerk will review 
requested adjustments (if required) prior to formal publication with agenda packs and approval at 
following meeting. Cllrs agreed to test procedure. 
 

6. Introduction to the UWE Community Liaison 
(RW) introduced John Loughlin to council as Community Liaison for UWE. He is a retired police 
officer who has been working within the UWE security department for seven years. This role is new 
with UWE so effectively a blank canvas but is basically to deal with complaints relating to noise, 
waste and anti-social behaviour which has been having significant community impact. His role is to 
liaise with students to explain responsibilities, to educate, and to explain how behaviour impacts 
upon the university. He will be looking to hosting drop-in sessions throughout 2026 with the next 
due at the end of January.   
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7. To update council on litter picks / equipment 
(PM) reported on the previous litter pick with UWE which covered the Scholars Chase area, and it 
was agreed it made a huge difference. This inspires the need for further litter picks. PM raised 
frequency of hosting litter picks and if these should be done regularly or if we should let residents 
borrow the equipment. PM suggested requirement to draft a policy to support this and asked for 
Cllr support. RW said she would work with PM. 
 
251208: Action 001 – To draft a litter pick policy              

Action to (Clerk)  
 
It was confirmed that SGC had delivered twenty pieces of litter pick equipment which are currently 
being stored by (PM). These are without high vis jackets which was requested of the parish council 
to purchase. Cllrs unanimously agreed. 
 
251208: Action 002 – To source high-vis vests, ten for adult and ten for children.              

Action to (Clerk)  
 
(PM) confirmed the need for a parish council risk assessment. 
(KM) highlighted difference between litter picking and waste handling. 
(AP) suggested that publicity could be raised via Mark Roland who is currently undertaking a one 
million bag challenge and will forward contact details. 
 

8. To review & confirm gov.uk domain transfer (Assertion 10) 
(Clerk) confirmed that all emails domains had been successfully transferred to gov.uk as had the 
website. All Cllrs have received their iPads and all we are working. One Cllr requested more time to 
settle in with the new equipment which was granted.   
 

9. To consider grant aid applications 
(Clerk) had distributed with agenda packs two grant applications one for Brightwell Therapy Centre 
the other for Saplings Playgroup. (KM) requested confirmation that all required information had 
been submitted in conjunction with the applications to which (Clerk) confirmed and placed on 
screen to view. (Clerk) also confirmed finance was available within the budget.  
 
(AH) proposed that the application from Brightwell be accepted and the full one thousand pound be 
granted. (BC) second and all councillors unanimously agreed.  
 
25.053 Resolved: To pay one-thousand-pound grant aid to Brightwell  
 
(AP) proposed that the application from Saplings Playgroup be accepted and the full seven 
hundred pound be granted. (BC) second and all councillors unanimously agreed.  
 
25.054 Resolved: To pay seven-hundred-pound grant aid to Saplings Playgroup 
 

10. To receive update relating to Brooklands Park Lot 4 sports pitches and 
pavilion. Expressions of Interest  
(PM) advised council that she had contacted Stoke Gifford Parish Council who advised they would 
not be expressing interest to crest Nicholson. (KM) confirmed that Stoke Gifford PC had examined 
the proposal but had raised concerns particularly with how it would be accepted with residents 
considering it is not in parish. 
 
(RW) observed that Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish Council does not have the maturity nor the 
resource to singly express an interest and believed it would need to be expressed in conjunction 
with other parish councils, hence has major reservations to which (KM), (PM) and (BC) agreed. 
(RW) proposed that the parish council write to Crest Nicholson confirming this position but 
proposes to support expression of interests from other councils and to have an option to become 
involved as the development progresses.  
 
251208: Action 003 – To write to Crest Nicholson to express the council’s position.              

Action to (Clerk)  
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(KM) confirmed he would establish Stoke Gifford parish council’s position at their meeting the 
following evening and clerk agreed to seek confirmation from Winterbourne parish council relating 
to their position.  
 
The member of public from (TNBCC) confirmed Crest Nicholson’s deadline for expression of 
interest will be 11th January.  
 

 

11. To consider community fund agreement and liaison with WFA  
(RW) had requested that (Clerk) place this on the agenda for continuity. It was discussed how to 
obtain more representation on the community committee and to feedback on the agreement with 
WFA and SGC. (AP) stated that initially he was told he could not be involved in the process of 
agreeing the terms of the Community Fund Contract and had observed (within the revised contract) 
the time available for community use had decreased. He reported that Tom Bell, the SGC officer 
responsible for drawing up the agreement had, when asked how the four hundred- and sixty-
thousand-pound s106 community fund monied be split, (within the terms of the agreement) 
declared it was arbitrarily done on “the back of a fag packet”. This statement was witnessed by 
(Clerk) and the current community fund representative. This was raised internally within the 
members group at SGC as to how and why substantial funding, such as this, be arranged in an 
unprofessional manner whilst cutting community availability. 
(PM) stated that she had been speaking to the former school governor for lettings and this 
governor was not aware of the existence of the community committee and agreed there are serious 
issues to be addressed.  
 
(KM) advised a letter to be drawn up to highlight concerns direct to Ian Bolton to which (RW) 
agreed to write to Ian Bolton to request a meeting. 
  
(RW) advised a letter also to be compiled to raise concerns regarding the conduct of Tom Bell.  
 
(Clerk) suggested that there are too many issues to discuss and too long between parish council 
meetings and that it would be appropriate for a delegated sub-committee to be formed to 
streamline the progress. (AP) proposed a sub-committee be formed (KM) second and all Cllrs 
agreed.  
 
25.055 Resolved: The Parish Council to form a sub-committee the purpose of which is to tackle 
issues arising and to work with WFA relating to the community facilities. 
 
(Clerk) asked for Cllrs to volunteer sitting on the committee. All councillors volunteered apart from 
(RS) who felt unable to do so, as a relation is an employee of the school. 

 

12. To consider workings of Parish Council Facebook provision 
(SB) requested this item be brought to the agenda as he felt this method be an alternative method 
to the website for conveying information to residents. (Clerk) explained the purpose of the website 
(as far as administration was concerned) was to meet legal duties for posting statutory information 
and is a necessity for all parish councils. (KM) agreed that an alternative or enhanced method for 
content generation needs to be considered. It was agreed that effective communication is required 
for future council consultations and to advertise events such as surgeries etc.  

 
(KM) proposed to create a sub-group to discuss options and report to council. (SB) / (KM) / (RW) / 
(AP) agreed to meet and confirmed they would arrange between themselves appropriate times to 
meet.  
 
251208: Action 004 - Create a sub-group to discuss options for effective communication to 
residents. 

Action to (SB) / (KM) / (RW) / (AP)  

                               
13. To receive an update and report relating to and from South Gloucestershire 

Council / WFA Community Fund Committee 
(AP) had nothing specific to report from SGC and Cllrs agreed that WFA community fund 
committee had been discussed in item 11. 
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14. Finance- To review November Finance report / reconciliation. 
(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the November finance report and reconciliation for council 
inspection and approval. (AH) proposed to accept the November finance report and reconciliation. 
(KM) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.056 Resolved: Finance report and reconciliation for November was accepted and signed by 
(AH) and (KM).  

                              
15. To receive pension discretions (APF) document and appoint a Stage 1 

appeals officer 
(Clerk) sent with the agenda packs a communication from Avon Pension Fund relating to Employer 
Discretions where it is mandatory for the council to note, approve and hold such policy, and to 
approve the appointment of a IDRP stage 1 appeals officer. 
 
Cllrs agreed with the content of the policy and (KM) proposed acceptance. (AP) second and all 
Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.057 Resolved: The APF discretions policy is formally adopted and to be held with parish council 
policy document records. 
 
(Clerk) advised that APF require an appointment of an IDRP stage 1 appeals officer. Councillors 
unanimously agreed that this should be adopted by the chair of the parish council ongoing and at 
this moment is Cllr Anthony Hyde.  
 
25.058 Resolved: The parish council chairman will always be appointed as IDRP stage 1 appeals 
officer.  

 

16. Authorisation of Payments 
16a          Payments authorised by (AH) & (KM). 

Details Ref. £ 

Clerk Salary B/P 139 884.05 

Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 140 389.25 

Expenses paid in Nov/Dec B/P 141 110.04 

Community Christmas Event – Grant Aid B/P 142 100.00 

Total Receipts  £1,483.34 

 
16b          Current Receipts 

Details Ref. £ 

None   

Total Receipts  £0.00 

 
25.059 Resolved: Payments presented to the PC meeting on 8th December 2025 were accepted. 

 

17. Correspondence 
Nonrelevant to meeting 
 

18. Website 
As discussed, item 12. 
  

19. To consider any matters for the next meeting 
(SB) suggested an ‘any other business item’ be added to minutes. (Clerk) advised this as not being 
an acceptable practice. Only agenda items should be discussed at meetings for fear of excluding 
notice to public for items which may be relevant to them. (KM) agreed to investigate this further and 
(Clerk) advised he contact NALC for formal review.  
 
(KM) raised concern expressed at a SGC organised “Your Voice” meeting regarding the financial 
instability of South Glos Council. The future need to raise money by charging ‘special expenses’ 
back to councils had been proposed for consultation. (Clerk) was not aware of any specific special 
expenses that would affect the council but agreed to investigate. 
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Meeting Closed 22.05PM 

 

 
Next Meeting 12th January 2026 at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village. 7.30PM 


