Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish Council Full Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on 9t February 2026 at 7.30pm at the Stoke Gifford Retirement Village.

Present: - Clirs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chairman), Keiron Marsden (KM). Srinivasa Boinapally (SB),
Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS). Bethan Candlin (BC), Rebecca Williams (RW).
Graham Smith (Clerk).

1. Apologies for Absence
Clirs - Anil Mishra (AM), Ayrden Pocock (AP), Pauline Michell (PM),

2. Evacuation Procedures
(AH) described evacuation procedures as per the retirement village policy.

3. Declaration of Interests
(AH) & (KM) declared interest as they also sit as councillors on Stoke Gifford Parish Council.

4. Public Participation

Two members of public were present to observe.

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting
Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 12t of January were included within the Clirs agenda
packs. ClIrs agreed that the minutes as presented was an accurate representation. (KM) proposed
to adopt the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 12t January, (SB) seconded and all Clirs
accepted minutes.

25.063 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 12t January 2026
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH).

6. To confirm arrangements for March meeting - WFA
(Clerk) confirmed that arrangements had been made to book WFA meeting venue for the March
meeting. This was done via the online booking portal and a few teething problems with the booking
system were overcome. The venue is to be occupied by another user until 7PM and the room to be
closed by 9PM. Clirs agreed this was not ideal as the meeting would need to be succinct but, as a
test venue, Clirs were happy to proceed.

(RW) suggested that as the meeting was at WFA it would be wise to ask a representative from the
school to provide an update on activities. (Clerk) agreed to email the school to invite a
representative to the next meeting.

260209: Action 001 — Contact WFA to request a representative to attend next meeting.
Action to (Clerk)

7. To consider WFA Community Fund Committee
(Clerk) raised concerns that he felt unsuitable for membership of this committee as the position
was not within the remit of a clerk. Two of the committee representatives for ‘community groups’
had already resigned for personal reasons and (AP) sat on the committee as SGC ward cllr and a
liaison with district council. Chair then sought a councillor to volunteer to sit on the committee and
to attend the next meeting dated 26t Feb at 9.30AM at WFA. (KM) propose that (RW) be adopted
as council representative on the committee, (SB) second and all Clirs agreed.

25.064 Resolved: (RW) to be council representative on the Wallscourt Farm Academy community
fund committee.

8. To consider & approve Litter Pick Policy / Risk Assessment
(Clerk) provided with the agenda packs the revised draft litter pick policy and risk assessment for
consideration and approval. Clirs agreed a non-material error be rectified and the policy be
accepted by council. (KM) proposed to adopt the litter pick policy (AH) second and all Clirs agreed.

25.065 Resolved: The council litter pick policy is approved.
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10.

11.

12.

Clirs were concerned relating to the risk assessment as detail concerning level of risk, ownership of
accident and procedure was not included and recommended it be revised and re-presented at next
meeting.

To receive an update from South Gloucestershire Council (AP) & PC Chair
As ClIr Pocock was not available no update was presented. Councillor felt they could be missing
important information communicated from SGC and requested that (Clerk) request from (AP) a
written brief to be submitted to all Clirs when meeting agenda packs are distributed.

260209: Action 002 — Contact (AP) to request submission of written update from SGC ward
councillor to be received by (Clerk) in time for distribution of agenda packs prior to meetings.
Action to (Clerk)

(AH) advised councillors that the long-awaited border signs have now been erected by SGC and
look well. They are displayed in prominent positions at the main roads into the parish. (AH) also
advised he would be seeking to request further signage at next meeting.

To review 25/26 internal audit report

(Clerk) forwarded with the agenda packs a copy of the interim internal audit report for 2025/26. The
auditor marked as an acceptable standard. Several actions were required prior to the preparation
of the year end audit for the external auditor. The Council should review its general reserves and
consider utilising them for the benefit of the community in accordance with NALC guidance. For
each financial year in which bank balances exceed £100,000, the Council should prepare an
Investment Strategy. The Council should update the asset register to include further details for
each asset. For all high-value purchases exceeding the limit set by the Full Council, three
quotations should be obtained, reviewed, and approved by the Full Council. These quotations
should be retained on file, and the meeting minutes should clearly document the purchase details
and approval decision. To review website compliance as required by assertion 10. (Clerk) agreed
to follow this up along with recommendations prior to next audit.

(RW) suggested that to meet website requirements council should consider outsourcing work.

260210: Action 003 — To review action points and recommendations prior to year end audit.
Action to (Clerk)

(BC) proposed that the interim internal audit review be accepted by council (AH) second and all
Clirs agreed.

25.066 Resolved: The councils’ interim internal audit report has been reviewed and approved.

To review general reserves and earmark for projects

As part of the internal audit requirement council is required to consider reserves. (KM) explained
and reviewed examples of earmarked projects at Stoke Gifford Parish Council and recommended
council consider the current open projects. (Clerk) explained that it is acceptable that a fifty per
cent margin of precept is reserved should issues occur within South Glos. Council (SGC) and
precept is not delivered when required. CIL reserves are also earmarked as a matter of course.
Councillors concluded that of the current foreseeable commitments, a sum of £40,000 should be
reserved for a proposed zebra crossing at Long Down Avenue (WFA), £30,000 to be set aside to
fund the SGC special expenses review and £100,000 set aside for the continued build up of
reserves for a potential community centre within the parish.

(KM) proposed that these earmarked reserves be accepted by council. (AH) second and all
councillors agreed.

25.067 Resolved: The councils accept the earmarked reserves as approved.

To review and update investment strategy

As part of the internal audit requirement council is required to consider an investment strategy.
(Clerk) reminded Clirs of meetings where an advisor attended to explain how reserves may be
invested to best achieve government compensation, ensure liquidity and achieve the best returns.
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13.

14.

16a

16b

15.

16.

17.

(RW) advised that this in itself is not a strategy, and a document is required for approval. To this
end a working group is required to consider a strategy and compile the document. (KM) & (AH)
agreed to sit on the working group.

Finance- To review January Finance report / reconciliation.

(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the January finance report and reconciliation for council
inspection and approval. (KM) proposed to accept the January finance report and reconciliation.
(SB) seconded and all Clirs unanimously agreed.

25.068 Resolved: Finance report and reconciliation for January was accepted and signed by (AH)
and (KM).

Authorisation of Payments
Payments authorised by (AH) & (KM).

Details Ref. £
Clerk Salary B/P 151 883.85
Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 152 389.25
Expenses paid in February B/P 153 90.50
Litter pick high vis vests *20 B/P 154 120.00
Recharge gov.uk email Microsoft (Nov/Dec) B/P 155 105.98
Recharge gov.uk email Microsoft (Nov/Dec) B/P 156 65.09
123-Reg Office & email hosting B/P 157 44.38
Works to posts on Coldharbour& Lights B/P 158 3880.80
Installation/remove/storage existing lights B/P 159 3456.00
Total Receipts £9035.85

Current Receipts
Details Ref. £

None

Total Receipts £00.00

25.069 Resolved: Payments presented to the PC meeting on 9t February 2026 were accepted.

Correspondence
None

Website
(Clerk) confirmed he revise website requirements to meet assertion 10 requirements.

Planning

P26/00182/HH - 114 Jellicoe Avenue BS16 1WJ

Erection of single storey rear extension to facilitate conversion of existing garage into Annexe
ancillary to main dwelling.

(RW) advised council that she was aware of this application and had submitted a comment. She
expressed concern relating to impact upon street parking this development would have within the
area. It was queried as to how the development can be considered an annex as it has a separate
external entrance is self-contained and no connection (internally) to the main house. A history of
mismanagement of this HMO was also expressed. (RW) proposed councillors consider objecting to
the application. (KM) second and all councillors agreed.

25.070 Resolved: The Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish Council support resident objections and
objects to this application. There are concerns within the impact upon street parking of this
development within the area. Furthermore, councillors do not accept that this development can be
categorised as an annex as it has a separate external entrance is self-contained and no connection
(internally) to the main house. Clirs recognise there is a history of mismanagement of this HMO

P26/00180/CLE 121 Wright Way BS16 1TWE Continued use as House in Multiple Occupation
(HMO).
Councillors considered application and requested (clerk) submit a neutral stance with no comment.
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25.071 Resolved: The Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish Council are neutral with no comment to
submit.

Meeting Closed 21.16PM

Next Meeting 9th March 2026 at the Wallscourt farm Academy. 7.30PM
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