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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 9th March 2026 at 7.30pm at Wallscourt Farm Academy School. 

 
Present: - Cllrs Anthony Hyde (AH) (Chairman), Keiron Marsden (KM). Srinivasa Boinapally (SB), 
Pauline Michell (PM). 
Graham Smith (Clerk).  

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
Cllrs - Ayrden Pocock (AP), Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS). Bethan Candlin (BC), Rebecca Williams 
(RW). 
Anil Mishra (AM), (absent without apology). 

2. Evacuation Procedures 
(AH) described evacuation procedures pointing out fire exits to the rear of the hall. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
(AH) & (KM) declared interest as they also sit as councillors on Stoke Gifford Parish Council.  
 

4. Public Participation  
Three members of public were present, one to observe and two with reference to agenda item six. 
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 9th of February were included within the Cllrs agenda 
packs. Cllrs agreed that the minutes as presented was an accurate representation. (KM) proposed 
to adopt the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 9th February, (SB) seconded and all Cllrs 
accepted minutes. 
 
25.072 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 9th February 2026 
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH). 

 

6. To receive an update from WFA representative and community fund meeting 
Two representatives from Wallscourt Farm Academy attended the meeting to update councillors. 
The School Principal addressed councillors.  

 
Update Community Fund - A community fund meeting took place on 26th Feb in which Cllr Rebecca 
Williams attended for the first time. The first tranche of SGC s106 monies is almost complete and 
now at the final stages of completing the legal documentation relating to the second trance of 
monies. It was discussed as to how this money will be safeguarded and to establish a sinking fund 
in which the balance of monies will never go below.  
 
It is the ambition of the school to maximise lettings with the recognition that there may be conflict 
during school times as the area is often used however, effort will be made to minimise the conflict. 
Current regular lettings are the Scouts at two evenings per week, martial arts, possibly the parish 
council and many ad hoc bookings for parties, community groups etc. (KM) addressed the 
feasibility of keeping a formal record of usage. It was recognised that differing hirers have a scope 
of demands upon the school which it will endeavour to fulfil and consequently recognises an issue 
with storage of equipment / furniture to meet differing demands. A solution is being sought.  
 
Short term ambitions would be to recruit a leisure assistant to take responsibility for ensuring a 
streamline delivery of user bookings and requirements and to look to streamline emergency access 
issues.  
 
Recent upgrades and improvements include a refurbishment of kickboards at the MUGA and an 
increase of power to the field as currently there is only the facility for lighting. This will also allow 
access to power which will serve forth coming community initiatives.  
 
Update School Matters - The first joint event took place at Christmas which was hugely successful 
and helped to raise funds toward the school library project.  
 
The Friends of Wallscourt Farm Academy is a volunteer group which is beginning to see numbers 
of helpers dwindle and as a result the group and school is looking to change a strategy to allow 
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volunteers work at initiatives which are of specific interest and / or fit within their timeframe allowing 
for other family and work commitments. 
 
The school is working to improve its existing allotment garden and wildlife area which are valued 
teaching resources. (PM) stated she had met with and will have further meetings with teachers to 
discuss how the council might support this by volunteering opportunities and council grant funding. 
(SB) advised the school to consider councillor assistance with varied initiatives as and when they 
arise.  
 
The school has joined and signed up to the Cradle to Career national program, partnering with 
Trinity and St Michaels School. This benefits children and families by creating and raising 
aspirations and is funded through CLF. (Cabot Learning Federation).  
 
Finally, the school is seeking ways in which to develop early years learning to enable each child to 
be ready for primary education when their time comes and to this end is building on relationship 
with local nurseries. 
 
In the absence of Councillor Willaims (Clerk) read a statement which had been emailed to him.  
 
Community Fund Update -  
• I attended the community fund meeting on Thursday 26 February. This was an opportunity to 
meet the members of the committee and understand formal processes. 
• To further my understanding of the community fund I have initiated follow up meetings with Tom 
Bell (South Glos Council) and with Martin Thomas (CLF).  
• Supporting this - Srini, Pauline and I had our first meeting as the formal Parish Council sub-
committee, and we are in the process of agreeing our ways of working.  
• As soon as we - the sub-committee - have a more formal update, and I have met with the various 
members of the community fund committee, we will update Councillors.   
 
(Clerk) reminded WFA representatives that the next meeting is the Annual Parish Meeting of 
residents at the Boston Tea Party where community groups make representation to residents and 
confirmed their invitation to the event. 

 

7. To set process regarding actions at meetings 
(Clerk) requested that councillors consider a process which will affirm instruction to (Clerk) to 
formally process actions at meetings to avoid ambiguity. It was agreed that often there was 
confusion between a formal action and that of a councillor simply stating (informally) that he/she 
would follow up on a discussion raised. All councillors agreed in future that a formal action will be 
agreed by council, with a recipient and timeline which can be minuted and placed in subsequent 
action reports.  
 

8. To consider and approve council IT policy 
(Clerk) provided with the agenda packs the proposed council IT policy for consideration and 
approval as this is a requirement as the new Assertion 10 demands. (KM) raised some issues 
relating to items 5 / 7 / 11. To which (Clerk) stated that this would be altered within the policy to 
state it will be assessed and followed through prior to the next document scrutiny. (KM) agreed to 
take an action to investigate item 5 – Data Management & Security whereby more information was 
required as to how the backing up of data will work. Clarification is sought relating to sensitive 
information being encrypted (how will this be done). Discussion is required as to the legal and 
regulatory requirements of retaining and archiving emails.  
 
260309: Action 001 – To contact IT support and raise the question as to how councillors should 
make online backups. To receive feedback to update IT policy.  

Action to (KM)   
 
(PM) asked if it were possible to obtain written instructions to help individual councillors in 
implementing the new assertion 10 demands and a route to training available and to this end 
requested a link and passwords to access resources with NALC / ALCA. 
 
(KM) proposed that with the revisions discussed the council accept the IT policy (SB) second and 
all councillors agreed.  
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25.073 Resolved: The council IT policy be accepted and reviewed as soon as feasible within the 
new (financial) year.  

 

9. To consider and approve council investment strategy 
(Clerk) provided with the agenda packs the proposed council Investment Strategy document for 
consideration and approval as this is a requirement as the new Assertion 10 demands. Councillors 
asked (Clerk) to reword item under ‘Liquidity Investments’ from ‘will determine’ to ‘recommend for 
council approval’ and to highlight the error of reporting to finance committee when it should be 
reported to full council. (KM) proposed that with aforementioned adjustments the parish council 
accept the investment strategy. (SB) second and all councillors agreed.  
 
25.074 Resolved: The council Investment strategy be accepted by council and to be reviewed 
annually or as and when required.  

 

10. To receive an update from South Gloucestershire Council (AP) & PC Chair 
As Cllr Pocock was not available and no update was presented (Clerk) was asked if he had fulfilled 
the action of the previous meeting. It was confirmed that the communication to (AP) had been sent 
and a phone conversation which included communication of the requirement to write a written 
report prior to meeting was discussed. Cllrs felt that a final warning should be issued prior to action 
being taken with South Glos Council and requested that (Clerk) take an action to formally write to 
(AP) outlining once again the request to submit a written update of SGC activity as it applies to the 
parish council prior to (Clerk) issuing agenda packs. If no report is forthcoming the Parish Council 
will follow with a formal letter to SGC and the Lib Dem leadership.  
 
(SB) proposed that the action be given to (Clerk), (AH) second and all councillors agreed.  
 
260309: Action 002 – To contact (AP) to formally communicate councillor strength of feeling and 
consequences as detailed in meeting.  

Action to (Clerk)   
 

11. Finance- To review February Finance report / reconciliation. 
(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the February finance report and reconciliation for council 
inspection and approval. (KM) proposed to accept the February finance report and reconciliation. 
(AH) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed.  
 
25.075 Resolved: Finance report and reconciliation for February was accepted and signed by (AH) 
and (KM).  
 

Finance - review CIL Statement 2025/26 to T/fer to reserve 

(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the 2025/26 CIL statement which itemised movement of 
CIL monies during the accounting year. (KM) proposed to accept the annual CIL statement and to 
transfer £22,879.50 into the council instant access account which represents cumulative CIL 
money available (SB) seconded and all Cllrs unanimously agreed. 
 
25.076 Resolved: Council accept the 2025/26 CIL statement as accurate and approve the transfer 
of monies to the instance access account.  

             
12. Authorisation of Payments 
12a          Payments authorised by (AH) & (KM). 

Details Ref. £ 

Clerk Salary B/P 160 884.05 

Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 161 389.25 

Expenses paid in February B/P 162 218.49 

Internal Audit B/P 163 544.18 

   

Total Receipts  £2,035.97 

 
12b          No current receipts  
 
12c          Transfer 
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Details Ref. £ 

Transfer from Current to Instant Access T/Fer 001 22,879.50 

Transfer Total  £22,879.50 

 
25.077 Resolved: Payments & Transfer presented to the PC meeting on 9th March 2026 were 
accepted. 

 

13. Correspondence 
None 
 

14. Website 
(Clerk) confirmed he had revised website to meet most of assertion 10 requirements all but the 
accessibility statement which he is currently working on and to alter shading between typeface and 
background/s.  
 

15. Planning 
There were no items to consider with one outcome notification -  P26/00253/TRE, UWE 
Coldharbour Lane. Works to 1.no Golden Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides) (T6) to crown 
reduce by 1 -1.5m in height and lateral spread, remove 1.no failed limb. Covered by Tree 
Preservation Order SGTPO 21/20 dated 13th April 2021. Approved with conditions. 
 
(Clerk) requested councillors consider a process of submitting application resolutions to SGC to 
avoid future ambiguity as there was a recent conflict between the response of the consultee 
comment submitted by (clerk) to what was perceived to be discussed at meeting. It was proposed 
and agreed by all councillors that any planning consultee comments be discussed and the exact 
wording to be submitted to be approved at the meeting without deviation or alteration.  

 
 
 

 
Meeting Closed 20.50PM 

 

 
 
 
 

Next Meeting 13th April 2026 at the Boston Tea Party. 7.00PM  
FOLLOWED BY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7.30PM 


