Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish Council Full Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on 11t May 2026 at 7.30pm at The Stoke Gifford Retirement Village

Present: - Clirs Srinivasa Boinapally (SB) (Chairman), Anthony Hyde (AH), Keiron Marsden (KM),
Pauline Michell (PM), Rajanataraj Sivaraj (RS). Bethan Candlin (BC), Rebecca Williams (RW).

Graham Smith (Clerk).

1. Apologies for Absence
Clirs - Anil Mishra (AM). (Ayrden Pocock (AP) was absent without apology.)

2. Evacuation Procedures
(SB) described evacuation procedures as per retirement village policy.

3. Declaration of Interests
None

4. Public Participation
One member of the public made presentation relating to a group of trained yoga, breathwork and
meditation facilitators associated with the Art of Living, a global foundation that promotes well-being
& stress-free society through yoga, breathwork and meditation. For three years the group
organised an event at Abbeywood Secondary School to celebrate International Yoga Day on 21st
June and are planning to continue the community initiative this year.
The purpose of the event is to promote health, wellbeing, and community engagement through
yoga, breathwork, and meditation practices which play an important role in supporting both physical
and mental wellbeing.
Parish council support is sought to organise and promote this event within the community. A
request was made to understand how best to proceed to make the event accessible to more
residents.

(Clerk) asked to confirm the organisation was not for profit. This was confirmed and it was
suggested that posters be forwarded to place on notice boards and an electronic version for the
website. (SB) confirmed eligibility for a parish council grant if required and suggested the forms,
that are available on the website be filled out.

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting
Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 13t of April were included within the Clirs agenda
packs. (BC) proposed to adopt the minutes of this Parish Council meeting (PM) seconded and all
Clirs accepted minutes.

26.006 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 13™ April 2026
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair (AH).

6. To consider RSH Neighbourhood Scheme
(PM) suggested (after investigations) council could consider the RHS ‘It's Your Neighbourhood
scheme’ which is a more basic scheme than the ‘RHS Britain in Bloom’ scheme. (PM) will find out
more about this and exactly how the council can work with this.

7. To update on progress for community litter pick
(PM) stated the council now has a litter picking policy, with a few tweaks required which will be
brought to next meeting. The council has available equipment from South Glos. Council. Council
needs to decide how often these picks take place, in which areas of the parish, how residents and
community groups can be involved, and who in this council will organise.

(PM) also confirmed with councillors that she had investigated options as how to move forward and
had been in touch with a responsible Clir from Stoke Gifford. It was felt however that after
investigation, their method of organising the community litter pick was too intensive for one person.
Bradley Stoke Town Council set up a steering group for residents with the council offering support
and proposed that this would be a better option.
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10.

11.

12.

It was requested to continue investigating this route and report back with progress at the next
meeting.

To consider introducing planters into the parish
Councillors agreed to investigate the possibility of placing planters in the Square and (Clerk) had
already spoken to Vail Williams (managing agent) who were positive but required assurances.

(PM) stated that consideration is required in the following areas;

1. Planting schemes- what and when, how often it will be changed, who is going to do this?
2. Maintenance - watering, weeding, deadheading, pruning, feeding.
3. What happens if there is vandalism or other damage?
4. Does the community become involved and if so, how?
5. To choose planters to fit criteria.
6. Who in the council will organise this?

A way to organise this would (as with the litter picking) be to follow Bradley Stoke Town Council
model, by setting up and support a residents RHS Britain in Bloom group. (PM) will find out more
about these groups, how they were created and exactly how the council works with them.

To consider council communication & social media policy

(RW) stated that a non-formal task and finish group had been set up, this being a focus group with
short life with one dedicated task. The group compiled a draft policy for consideration had been
distributed with the agenda packs which included a social media consideration which had been
highlighted for councillors. (KM) requested clarity for agreeing the content and councillors agreed to
send comments to (RW) by 27 May.

260511: Action 001 — To forward to (RW) input / queries / questions relating to the draft
communication and social media policy by 27t May, to complete final draft for June meeting.
Action to all councillors

To update on WFA community fund

(RW) informed Clirs that several meetings had been held with SGC officers and Trust
management. A subcommittee had been set up to better understand background and points
shared with SGC solicitors. There is still a lot of information gathering required to input into the new
S106 agreement. There is a further meeting scheduled for 4" June whereupon information will be
presented to the subcommittee later and reported back to council.

To review update from SGC

(Clerk) reported that despite reminders to Ward Clir Ayrden Pocock he is not in receipt of a report
to present in his absence. June meeting will be the sixth consecutive meeting where he is absent
and (clerk) agreed to inform him such and explain the consequences of non-attendance.

To consider options for inspection scheme (Zebra Crossing)

(Clerk) had previously distributed an email from SGC which confirmed that the scheme request
form which was submitted by Ward CliIr (AP) had arrived too late to be considered for the 2026-
2027 Programme. The request (Scheme ref: SB218) currently sits against other schemes in the
recommended for investigation in the 2027-28 programme subject to resources.

Clirs discussed the importance of the crossing, and it was felt that a positive result for its
implementation would also raise the profile of the parish council and further create awareness. The
email confirmed that should Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish council fund an investigation scheme
for the current 2026-2027 programme, it would cost £5000.

(Clerk) had previously requested confirmation from the SGC CIL officer, if council CIL money may
be used to fund this? He replied that there was no reason as to why CIL Neighbourhood Portion
could not be used to fund this project work as the intention is to enable the installation of
infrastructure for the community.

(BC) proposed that the council use their CIL resources to fund the investigation to speed the
process. (RW) seconded and motion carried with one councillor against the proposal.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

16a

26.007 Resolved: The parish council fund an investigation scheme for the current 2026-2027
programme at a cost £5000 from allowable CIL expenditure.

Annual Governance & Accountability Return

AGAR 2025/26 / Internal Audit Review

(Clerk) had previously forwarded the 2025/26 AGAR form and line by line went through section 1
(Annual Governance Statement). Councillors confirmed that they were able to declare “Yes” to all
declarations itemised 1-10 (Item 9 as N/A). (AH) proposed and (RW) seconded that it was
acceptable for (SB) & (Clerk) to sign.

26.008 Resolved: The Parish Council declares that Section 1 of the 2025/26 AGAR is approved
and signed by Chair / Clerk.

The Parish Council confirm that members had sight of the year end internal auditors note guidance
and the recommendations from the interim internal auditor had been addressed and there were no
further issues highlighted within the internal audit. (SB) proposed that councillors confirm that they
have read and accept the audit reports for 2025/26. (AH) seconded and all Clirs unanimously
agreed.

26.009 Resolved: The Parish Council confirm that the audit report on the AGAR form is accepted.

Clirs confirm that they had received accounting reports throughout the year and declare that the
end of year accounting statement previously forwarded by (Clerk/RFO) for 2025/26 is a true and
accurate representation of the council’s current financial situation. (KM) proposed that council
accept the statement as true and accurate (AH) second and all Clirs unanimously agreed.

26.010 Resolved: The Parish Council declares that Section 2 of the 2025/26 AGAR is approved
and to be signed by Chair.

Confirmation of dates for Exercise of Public Rights

(Clerk) presented to Clirs the dates for the exercise of public rights which fall between Monday 8"
June 26 and Friday 17t July 26 and confirmed that the notices would be displayed on all four
notice boards located throughout the Parish the week before the commencement date and will
remain on display throughout the period. Similarly, the notice will also be uploaded onto the
website. (KM) proposed that the council recommend (Clerk) suggestions of dates and locations for
the exercise of public rights (AH) second and all Clirs unanimously agreed.

26.011 Resolved: The Parish Council approve the dates of the exercise of public rights and
notices to be published.

To review and update investment strategy

(KM) confirmed he had received and met with (Clerk) and Mr. Gee from Manning Gee Investments
and had received a report relating to the Insignis platform. It was received a week prior to the
meeting whilst on holiday and (KM) has not had the opportunity to review and requested more time.
He asked that this item be carried forward to the next meeting. Clirs agreed.

Finance- To review April Finance report / reconciliation.

(Clerk) presented with the agenda packs the April finance report and reconciliation for council
inspection and approval. (KM) proposed to accept the April finance report and reconciliation. (AH)
seconded and all ClIrs unanimously agreed.

26.012 Resolved: Finance report and reconciliation for April was accepted and signed by (KM) and
(AH).

Authorisation of Payments
Payments authorised by (KM) & (BC).

Details Ref. £
Clerk Salary B/P 171 884.05
Contributions to Avon Pension Fund B/P 172 389.25
Expenses paid in April B/P 173 98.90
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Details Ref. £
Total Receipts £1,372.20
16b Receipts for April 26
Details Ref. £
15t 2026/27 precept payment DCR 60000.00
Total Receipts £60000.00

26.013 Resolved: Receipts & Payments presented to the PC meeting on 11t May 2026 were
accepted.

17. Correspondence

None

18. Website
None

19. Planning

(Clerk) confirmed that item P25/001424/F had appeared on the circulated schedule after the
council responded with; ‘The Stoke Park and Cheswick Parish Council object to this application
P25/01424/F on the grounds that it should be classed as retrospective as this has already been
advertised by notice which is now reading as "LET". (KM) confirmed he had received contact from
concerned residents. (Clerk) explained that it was at the discretion of the Ward Clir to ‘call it in’
whereby if successful it would be placed on the agenda of the SGC planning committee and
prompt a site visit in which it is permitted for the parish council to attend to represent the voice of

residents.
Siting of 1no. whirl rig testing tower with
P26/00896/F Land At UWE, Coldharbour Lane associated fencing, shipping container and
generator for temporary period of 2 years.
Continued use as small House in Multiple
P26/00971/CLE | 15 Barnwood BS16 1GN Occupation (HMO) (Class C4).

26.014 Resolved: The parish council object to application P26/00896/F due to... 1. The ecological
impact on bats due to lighting of the rig. 2. It's not clear from the description of the fence that it will
keep birds out. (Described as enclosure with no reference to roof). The parish council requires
clarity of exactly what impact will be (no information or research).

26.015 Resolved: The parish council have no objections to application P26/00971/CLE

Meeting concluded at 21.50PM

Next Meeting — 8t June 2026 (7.30PM Stoke Gifford Retirement Village)
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